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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Spring Forest Field Days in full swing!
With the spring Forest Field Day 

season wrapping up at the end of 
May, members of the Florence area 
crew will celebrate their fifth season 
of educating coastal kids about the 
complexities of forest management, 
resource protections and recreating 
on public lands. 

Began on the coast and annu-
ally organized by retired educators 
Dave and Diann Rankin, about 120 
students from Siuslaw and Maple-
ton middle schools descend upon 
Noland and Maureen Huntington’s 
beautiful tree farm on the North 
Fork of the Siuslaw River each May’s 
end. If they’re lucky, they may get to 
see a fresh bear pit as last year, and 
they’ll definitely find signs of the elk 
herd that regularly and regally moves 
across the Huntington land. 

Along with the Florence event, 
two other families are hosting Forest 
Field Days this year — Tom Bau-
man and Lindsay Reaves on their 
property near Crow, and the Bert 
and Betty Udell family at the Happy 

The Siuslaw Forest Field Day crew, organized by retired educators Dave and Diann Rankin, front 
left, will celebrate its five-year anniversary on May 28th at Noland and Maureen Huntington’s 
Tree Farm on the North Fork of the Siuslaw River.  Volunteers come from many agencies, includ-
ing the Siuslaw Watershed Council, the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, the Mapleton Ranger District, 
the Oregon Small Woodland Assoc., The Swanson Group, and OSU Extension, among others. 

Valley Tree Farm near Sweet Home.  
At the Bauman’s, more than 1,000 
students, parents, teachers and vol-
unteers traipsed through the four 
learning stations during a two week 
period in early May, and more than 

400 will take their lessons at the 
Udell’s for two days mid-month. In 
all, about 85 volunteers took a day, 
and sometimes more, out of their 
busy lives to make it happen!

FT&F welcomes new board members, expands board
There is no question that Forests 

Today & Forever would not survive 
without its volunteers. 

Although they come from differing 
walks of life — foresters, biologists, 
tree farmers, business owners, educa-
tors, surveyors, truck drivers, loggers, 
office managers, retirees, students and 
more — they all have one thing in 
common.  

They all have busy lives with many 
commitments and responsibilities, 
and they all find time in their busy 
schedules to do their part for natu-
ral resource education — and that 

includes the FT&F 
Board of Directors.  
Volunteers everyone, 
they gather each month 
(and sometimes more) 
to guide the organiza-
tion to meet the evolv-
ing needs of outdoor 
education in the South-
ern Willamette Valley. 
Recently, with an eye 
toward building diversity and knowl-
edge, three new members were invited 
to join the board, bringing its mem-
bership to 14. 

“I want to extend a warm wel-
come to our three new board mem-
bers — John Mlynczyk, Norm Vogt 

John MlynczykNorm Vogt Maryrae 
Thomson

See FT&F Board, next page



and Maryrae Thomson,” says FT&F 
Board President Mike Payne. “Each 
bring a broad array of experience 
and background to further the mis-
sion of ‘promoting forest stewardship 
through education,’ and I look forward 
to working with them as we continue 
to work on new projects. I also extend 
my thanks to all of our board mem-
bers who volunteer their time and en-
ergies for a mission we all believe in. 
Without their efforts FT&F would 
not enjoy our current success.” 

John Mlynczyk is a native of De-
troit, Michigan, who has spent the last 
20 years in the Eugene area. A gradu-
ate of the University of Oregon, John 
is a senior tax associate with Kernutt 
Stokes Brandt & Co. LLP, working 
within the company’s forest products 
and manufacturing sectors. 

He is a member of the Eugene 
Chamber of Commerce’s Committee 
for Economic Development, the Ore-
gon Society of CPA’s Forest Products 
Committee, and the 2010-11 chair of 
the society’s Emerald Empire Local 
Service Area.

When not working, he enjoys just 
about anything outdoors, including 
hiking and camping — “You name it,” 
he says. 

“When I’m not in the office or 
spending time with family and friends, 
you can usually find me at the gym 
training in martial arts.”  

He also enjoys his 12-year-old “su-
per star” daughter, who recently com-
pleted a Forest Field Day with Shasta 
Middle School.  

“I think the idea of exposing middle 
school kids to a sustainable working 
tree farm is terrific!” he says.  “I was 
very impressed with how forest field 

days provide a very comprehensive 
and detailed lessons for kids!”

Norman Vogt comes to the board 
after a 38-year career as a forester 
with Weyerhaeuser Company. Norm 
grew up on his parents’ farm near 
Junction City, graduating from Junc-
tion City High School in 1961 and 
Oregon State University in 1965 with 
a degree in forest management. His 
work experience includes silviculture, 
engineering, road construction and 
maintenance, harvesting and pub-
lic outreach activities. He retired in 
2003.

Norm and his wife, Joanne, who 
graduated from Thurston High 
School and who is a retired educa-
tional assistant with the Issaquah 
School District in Washington, raised 
their two daughters in Washington 
and have now moved back home to 
their Junction City farm where they 
recently built a new home to replace 
the 1902 family home.  Both daugh-
ters live in Spokane.  Amy is a pur-
chasing manager for Goodwill and 
Tori is a computer systems engineer 
with Itron. 

Retirement has included moving 
back to Oregon, building their new 
home, farm maintenance, spend-
ing time with family and friends and 
teaching at Forest Field Days, where 
he volunteered for nearly every day. 
The couple enjoy travel, hiking and 
camping with their grandson, who 
spends the summers with “grandma 
and grandpa” on the farm.  

“Having been raised on a farm and 
involved in agricultural issues growing 
up — and then working as a forester 
— I understand the need to provide 
information and education to our 

young people so they can understand 
the issues that arise in growing and 
harvesting crops to provide our de-
sired standard of living,” Norm says. 

“Working with students is always 
enjoyable and rewarding, and serv-
ing on the board is a privilege and a 
responsibility. I look forward to con-
tinuing public outreach activities and 
to helping in anyway possible.”

Maryrae Thomson is also a Junc-
tion City native, having been raised 
on a ranch in the foothills west of 
Junction City with two older brothers 
and “a menagerie of animal buddies.” 
After graduating from Oregon State 
in 1971 with a degree in physical 
education, she took her first teaching 
job in Adelaide, South Australia. She 
spent the following 22 years teaching 
P.E., health and math, and coaching 
track, mainly in the Portland area and 
in northern Josephine County. 

For the past 16 years she has 
worked part-time in crop appraisal 
for the USDA on weather-related di-
saster claims. 

“Since 1998, my husband, Andy, 
and I have managed the family live-
stock and forestry operation where I 
grew up near JC.” Maryrae says. “My 
hobbies include riding horses and 
gardening, and I have been a member 
of the Lane Small Woodlands Asso-
ciation since the late 1970’s. Through 
that group and the Master Wood-
land Managers of OSU Extension, I 
became aware of Forests Today and 
Forever. I have enjoyed many years of 
volunteering with them.” 

 “It is a great opportunity to com-
bine my love for nature and educa-
tion,” she says. 
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It is with great appreciation that 
we welcome our newest supporters to 
the Forests Today & Forever organi-
zation.  In spite of tough times, those 
who believe in our programs continue 
to come forward with contributions 
of funding, materials, time and exper-
tise to assure the work of promoting 
forest stewardship through education 
continues.

We are grateful to them all for mak-
ing this a priority. 

• Anonymous Donor 
• Burton Saw & Supply Company 
• Les Schwab Tire Centers 
• Shamrock Building Materials 
• Timber Products Co. 

Congratulations are in order to 
Tom Bauman and his wife, Lindsay 
Reaves, for being named Lane County 
Tree Farmer of the Year!  Since the 
1940s, Tom’s family has been work-
ing the land on Territorial Highway 
near Crow, building it into the pristine 
673-acre tree farm it is today.  And 
for the past four years, the couple has 
hosted Forest Field Days, just this year 
adding a series of paved trails and per-
manent shelters to enhance the educa-
tional experience.  We thank them for 
a job well done!

We welcome our new supporters 

Forester Brad Moehlmann of Plum Creek 
Timber (left) presents a grant award for 
$2,500 from the Plum Creek Foundation to 
FT&F Board Member Bill Wynkoop and Pro-
gram Coordinator LaRae Ash at Seneca Jones 
Timber Company. 

Students fill in 
a log and their 
field data sheets 
between resource 
learning stations 
at a recent Forest 
Field Day. 

It has been a productive 
year so far at Forests Today 
& Forever. 

Along with producing 
the spring Forest Field Days 
for more than 1,300 middle 
school students — and pre-
paring for our public For-
est Discovery Tours this 
summer — we continued 
to reach out to our Lane 
County elementary and high 
school students, as well as 
the general public.

In late February, FT&F 
teamed up once again with 
the Oregon Forest Resources 
Institute and Oregon Wom-
en in Timber and its excellent 
Talk About Trees Program. 
Together, we provided more 
than 500 fifth graders with a 
tour of the Oregon Logging 

Conference and classes on 
trees, forestry and foresters. 
Also at the OLC, we hosted 
an exhibitor’s booth to both 
inform the public of and to 
draw interest in the work of 
the organization and its sup-
porters.

Beginning in late winter, 
we presented information 
on forest sector careers and 
educational opportunities 
at the Lane County Youth 
Fair, the Springfield Middle 
School Career Fair, the Cot-

tage Grove High School Ca-
reer Fair and the Springfield 
High School Career Fair. 
Presentations are also made 
to Eugene School District 
students, which typically 
hold their career fairs every 
other year. 

This summer, our For-
est Discovery Tours will 
take part in July. These are 
provided free to the general 
public to explore varying 
management goals and strat-
egies of area landowners.  

Included in that series is a 
special focus Teacher’s Tour, 
which will draw participants 
from the Summer Institute, 
an organization that pro-
vides professional develop-
ment opportunities for Lane 
County and greater Oregon 
educators. Also in the plan-
ning stages is an invitational 
Lane County Leader’s Tour, 
tentatively scheduled for late 
August or early September. 

The two public tours are 
listed below and typically 
run from 8:30 a.m. and re-
turn by 2 p.m. For more in-
formation and reservations, 
please contact Program 
Coordinator LaRae Ash at 
541-767-9078 or email  

coordinator@forests
todayandforever.org.

Conferences, Career Fairs and Tours… 
July 22 — Hull-Oakes Lumber Company, Lands and 

Steam-Powered Sawmill:  Visit the last operating steam-
powered sawmill in America and learn how this family-owned 
company manages its forestlands for a sustainable future.

July 29 — Roseburg Resources and the Bureau of Land 
Management:  Private industry and public lands managers 
join up to offer an overview of their differing goals and man-
agement styles. 



       Educator ($10,000+)
Weyerhaeuser NR Company
    Champions  ($5,000 - $7,499)
Moss Adams LLP
Oregon Forest Resources Institute
Roseburg Resources Co.
Seneca Sawmill Co.
Starfire Lumber Co.
Transition Management, Inc.
Friends of the Paul Bunyan Foundation
     Sponsors ($2,500 - $4,999)
BJ Equipment Company
Giustina Land and Timber
Giustina Resources
Gleaves Swearingen  

Potter & Scott LLP
International Paper Foundation
Menasha Forest Management  

Services LLC
Plum Creek Timber, Inc.
Rosboro
Sundance Lumber Co. Inc.
Teevin Brothers Land & Timber Co.
The Campbell Group
Weyerhaeuser Active  

Volunteer Employees

Zip-O-Log Mills, Inc.
          Associate Sponsors  

      ($1,000 - $2,499)
Blachly-Lane Electric Co-op
Cascade Timber Consulting
Hershner Hunter LLP
Hull-Oakes Lumber Co. Inc.
IFA Nurseries, Inc.
J Davidson & Sons Construction
Jones & Roth P.C.
Kernutt Stokes Brandt & Co. LLP
Lane County Small  

Woodlands Association
Starker Forests, Inc.
Strata Forestry
Tyree Oil, Inc.
Woodard Family Foundation
      Supporters ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
Bill Fleenor,  

West Lane County Commissioner
Commercial Thinning Systems
Gary Foglio Trucking, Inc.
Les Schwab Tire Centers
Lewis River Nursery, Inc.
Lewis River Reforestation, Inc.

Northwest Community Credit Union
Oakridge Sand and Gravel
Pacforest Supply Company
Rainbarrel Industries
Reforestation Services, Inc. & PDA
Ward Insurance
Western Helicopter Services, Inc.
        Friends (Up to $500)
Anonymous
Bill Wynkoop
Blue Sky Logging
Bob Johnson
Burton Saw & Supply
Cole Resource Management Co.
Dave Cramsey
Dick Powell
The Jerry Brown Company, Inc.
Kimberley & James Workman
KPD Insurance, Inc.
Lane County Tax Equalization
Rexius Forest By-Products
Shamrock Building Materials
Steve Woodard
Steve Bowers
Timber Products Company
Ward Northwest, Inc.

Those who help make forestry education a reality......................

FORESTS TODAY & FOREVER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR LARAE ASH

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   
For more information, please see our web site: www.foreststodayandforever.org  

Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or email at coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org


